
The Community and Government Relations Department is continuing to 
work towards raising public awareness on the challenges that people with 
disabilities face on a day-to-day basis.  We are striving towards the Big Sky 
Vision,   a future where people with disabilities will have full citizenship and 
dignified, universal access to transportation, health care, accommodations, 
and recreational opportunities.   
 
 
In August of 2007, the Cerebral Palsy Association in Alberta welcomed     
Candice McLeod to the department. Candice has a strong background in 
writing and teaching and is a great asset to the team. She is responsible for 
assisting in the development and sustainability of the department.  
 
 
CPAA continues to build new partnerships with all levels of government. 
With the Municipal and Provincial Elections held on October 15, 2007 and 
March 3, 2008, respectively, and having met with MLAs and both newly 
elected Alderman/Councilors from the City of Calgary and the City of       
Edmonton to share the Big Sky Vision, it is evident that there is a political will 
for change as we embark on our journey towards a Life without Limits for 
persons with disabilities.  These government representatives have been very 
receptive and are open to working collaboratively with the CPAA and its 
joint initiatives.   
 
 
Building these relationships in 
a consistent and reciprocal 
manner is crucial to future 
success in challenging the 
mindset and priorities of all 
levels of  government, as well 
as encouraging a shift in    
public opinion, which will in 
turn influence policy and   
decision-making.  
 

In order to more accurately represent 
the needs of persons with disabilities 
and ensure that they are involved in               
government planning and policy       
creation,  CPAA has aided in the        
formation of an advocacy group.    
Members with a disability have the   
opportunity to voice their concerns and 

suggestions for accessible transportation and design to the City of  Calgary 
through participation in subcommittees and attendance at advisory            
committee meetings.  A representative from the Community and Government 
Relations department is also in attendance to ensure consistency and effective          
communication processes.  Together, this group works to influence municipal 
policies and decision-making.    
 
Beyond government involvement, CPAA is engaging individuals, groups, 
and organizations within the community in meaningful and purposeful      
dialogue.  Meetings are continuing  with several agencies across the province, 
with a goal of creating awareness and discussing issues that face Albertans 
who have diverse and unique disabilities, and initiating conversation and 
exploring interest in the formation of a Calgary -based, pan-disability          
coalition.   
 
This initiative is being undertaken in collaboration between the CPAA and 
the Calgary United Way.  Our efforts have led to a planned consultation, 
whereby attendees will provide feedback and suggestions to form a            
collaborative voice that will bring agencies and stakeholders together to begin 
dialogue and move forward on issues that affect persons with disabilities. 
Success will come with the participation and support of a broad coalition of 
individuals, groups, and organizations, and these partnerships must include 
the public, private, and non -profit sectors. 
 
2007 proved to be the start of great initiatives, and as we progress into the 
next year, the Big Sky Vision is closer to becoming a reality. 
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