It isthat time of year again. It’s back to school time. Time
to get up early, catch a bus or walk and hit the books to
prepare for the exciting future that lies ahead! Returning
to school can be for some atime filled with nervous anxi-
ety, less self confidence and hoping to fit in with the other
kids. For some students, especially ones with disabilities,
those feelings are present as well, but there is an added
concern: Do | have the adequate tools for school to pro-
vide me with the best possible learning environment?

For studentsin the Calgary school system, assistive tech-
nology isavailable to assist studentsin their learning
needs. But with any technology, new and improved prod-
ucts are emerging al the time to assist students with dis-
abilities at all levels of education.

With thisin mind, thisissue of “Tools for Life”, will con-
centrate on products and services specifically designed to
assist studentsin learning.

First year engineering stu-
dents at the University of
Calgary are embarking on
an exciting new project
that can directly assist

| hope you enjoy this edition of “Tools for Life”,

and remember to:

students will design and
test using engineering
principles which will de-
liver afully functioning
prototype by the end of

individuals with disabili-
tieswithin their daily
lives. 750 students will
produce approximately
200 different projectsto
aidein daily living. The

the semester. In thefirst
semester, students will be
designing toys for chil-
dren with disabilities. The
second semester will in-
volve designing house-

hold aides in which the
students will test on a
kitchen, bathroom, bed-
room and restaurant that
the students have built in
the engineering labs.

Who knows...we may
have afuture Einsteinin
the making!



For more information,
log onto:
WWw.assi stivetech.com
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For more information,
Log onto:
www.tritekcorp.com

For more information, log

onto:
WWW.premier-programming.com

What is EvaluWare?
EvauWare isthe only
software program that
hel ps Speech/Language
Pathol ogists, Occupa-
tional Therapistsand AT
Professionals identify
the best computer access
methods and ideal AAC
setups for users with
special needs.
EvaluWare combines
severa types of assess-

The PC-Scope is acom-
puter-controlled micro-
scope designed for indi-
viduals with significant
mobility limitations.
Thisfully integrated mi-
croscopy system for ma-
terial and life science
applications has sample
viewing, positioning,
and illumination con-

Thisfull functioning
"talking calculator”" can
be used with or without
ascreen reader. Every
button and edit area
talks. It iseasy to use
with large keys and con-
trasting colors. It has

ments into one package
to identify the best set-
tings and preferences for
the user based on motor/
access, looking, listen-
ing and other related
skills.

Ease of Reporting
EvaluWare alows pro-
fessionals to keep track
of the specific prefer-
ences for many learners
In one program. Develop

trolled from the com-
puter screen. Operation
is achieved using a key-
board, mouse, joystick,
voice command, head
pointer, or any combina-
tion of these devices.
This operationisin-
tended to work in an
environment free from
the constraining pos-

three display areas, so
when the user adds a
series of numbers, the
total isalwaysdis-
played, even asyou are
entering a new number,
while always displaying
any numbersin memory.

reports on-screen, then
print or save them, even
complete them later.
Complete Evaluation
Tool: EvauWare pro-
vides easy and effective
solutions to potential
roadblocks in the assess-
ment process.

tures required to operate
other microscopes.

It actually displaysthe
eguation so that you can
easily see or hear your
last process.



Nuance TALKS™ con-
verts the display text of
acellular handset into
highly intelligible
speech, making the de-
vice completely accessi-
ble for blind and visu-
ally impaired people.
Nuance TALKS runson
Symbian-powered mo-
bile phones to speech-
enable contact names,
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TestTalker is a software
solution to help indi-
viduals be more success-
ful with test taking,
worksheet completion,
and with study materi-
als. It can also help peo-
ple complete forms elec-
tronically. TestTalker
provides a computerized

ClaroRead PLUS isa
software program de-
signed to help struggling
readers and writers of all
capabilities create, read,
view and check text.
The software is closely
integrated with Micro-
soft applications, with
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callerID, text messages,
help files and other
screen content.

Nuance TALK S@yes-
free access can also de-
liver greater conven-
ience and mobility to
sighted cellular handset
users. For example, it
enables drivers to access
text messages, listen to

%

version of atest, work-
sheet, or other form that
cantalk. TestTalker uses
the same bimodal ap-
proach-simultaneously
highlighting words as
they are spoken aloud-
that isused in WY NN,
the Learning Systems
Group®other product.

particular emphasis on
Microsoft Word.
ClaroRead PLUS fea-
tures powerful reading
and writing assistance
toolbars, flawless text-
to-speech capabilities
and easy to use features
that allow auser to

emails, manage contact
information from their
mobile phones and op-
tionally automates the
read-out of the caller ID
and text messages-
without taking their eyes
off the road.

With mandated require-
ments for standardized
testing and accountabil-
ity, thisis an option that
teachers and students
will find welcome and
useful.

quickly begin working
with all the tools they
need to be successful in
today’ s school and work
environments.

For more information,
log on to:
www.nuance.com/talks/

For more information,
log on to:
WWW.aroga.com

For more information, log

onto:

www.enablemart.com
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There are many websites available that provide valuable information about adaptive/assistive technology.
These are provided strictly as areference tool. The organizations, government agencies or publishers support-
ing this publication do not endorse any of the manufacturers or providers of these products.
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WWW.pr emier -pr ogramming.com

Premier Assistive Technology was
founded in 1998 with a mission to
provide assistive technology to
persons with disabilities and give
them access to today®technol ogi-

cally oriented world.

% & (

Toolsfor Lifethanksall the com-
panies and manufacturers for their
cooperation in the development of

this publication.

Toolsfor Lifewishesto acknowl-
edge and thank the Cerebral Palsy
Association in Albertafor their

support in this project.

www.hear -it.com

Compusult has devel oped as-
sistive technology and work-
place adaptation products that
allow persons with disabilities
to effectively participatein
most work environments.

) &

Toolsfor Lifewill be published

www.frontier computing.on.ca

Frontier Computing is atotal solution
sales and support company for people
who are blind, have low vision or a
learning disability. They have, over the
past twenty years, become the leading
distributor of access technology in
Canada.
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Toolsfor Lifewelcomesyour

through 2006. Copiesarefreeof = comments, suggestions for future

charge. You can download free
copies at: www.cpalberta.com or

for printed copies, contact:

Ted Bonar

issues, article submissions and
product reviews. Send an email
to: ted@cpal berta.com or

CPAA

Cerebral Palsy Associationin AB 3688, 48th Ave NE

403-543-1161

Cagary, AB T3J5C8

This project is funded in part by the Government of
Canada s Opportunities Fund.




